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EDUCATION 

August 2024 (Projected)  Doctor of Philosophy, Clinical Psychology  

University of Mississippi, University, MS (APA-accredited)  

Dissertation: Temperamental fear as a vulnerability factor for 

posttraumatic stress symptoms: An examination of fight, flight, 

freeze using a trauma film paradigm. 

Chair: Sarah Bilsky, Ph.D. 

 

May 2021    Master of Science, Clinical Psychology 

    University of Mississippi, University, MS 

    Thesis: Post-traumatic stress symptoms in sexual and  

non-sexual trauma: Comparisons on symptom severity, disgust, 

and contamination concerns. 

Chair: Danielle Maack, Ph.D. 

 

May 2018   Bachelor of Science, Psychology 

    Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN 

Thesis: Patterns in previous romantic partners: The effects of 

sexual imprinting on mate selection 

Chair: Dr. Virgil Sheets, Ph.D. 

 

 

CERTIFICATIONS 

April 2022   Examination of Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP) 

Passed at the Doctoral Level 

 

  

SUPERVISED CLINICAL EXPERIENCE  

July 2022 – Present  Oxford Pediatric Group, Oxford, MS 

    Behavioral Health Consultant 

- Conduct intake evaluations, ADHD assessments, 

emotional/behavioral assessments, and IQ/Achievement 

assessments in a primary care setting. 

- Provide brief CBT interventions for children and adolescents 

addressing anxiety, depression, and behavioral concerns.  

mailto:jmurtagh@go.olemiss.edu
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- Assign appropriate CPT codes, track insurance reimbursement 

rates, and share data with the clinic.  

- Consult and collaborate with physicians, nurses, other 

healthcare providers and teachers in the community.  

Supervisor: John Young, Ph.D. 

 

July 2021 – June 2022 Communicare Community Mental Health Center, Holly 

Springs, MS 

    Clinical Psychology Doctoral Extern 

- Conducted intake assessments, developed treatment plans, 

and provided individual, group, and family evidence-based 

clinical care in a rural, diverse, and underserved area of 

Mississippi.  

- Monitored treatment progress, collaborated with other 

health professionals, and completed paperwork required by 

the Department of Mental Health.   

Supervisors: Kerri McKnatt, LPC-S; Jordan Anderson, P-LPC, 

CMHT; Alan Gross, Ph.D.; Kristin Austin, Ph.D. 

 

August 2021 – Present Willow Pain and Wellness, Oxford, MS 

    Clinical Psychology Doctoral Extern 

- Conducted intake assessments, developed treatment plans, and 

provided evidence-based individual treatment to individuals 

experiencing chronic pain, anxiety, depression, and substance 

abuse.  

    Supervisor: John Young, Ph.D.  

 

July 2020 – June 2021 Cardinal Clinical Consulting, Tupelo, MS 

    Clinical Psychology Doctoral Extern 

- Conducted comprehensive assessments for Autism Spectrum 

Disorder, developmental disorders, learning disorders, ADHD, 

and other psychopathology. 

- Provided individual and family therapy to children, 

adolescents, and adults using evidence-based treatments such 

as CBT, Parent Management Training, Applied Behavior 

Analysis (RUBI protocol). 

- Provided peer supervision for the ADOS-2 and consulted with 

other healthcare providers.  

Supervisor: Josh Fulwiler, Ph.D. 

 

July 2019 – June 2020 North Mississippi Regional Center, Oxford, MS 

    Clinical Psychology Doctoral Extern 

- Conducted comprehensive psychological assessments for 

intellectual disabilities, ADHD, and other psychological 

disorders.  
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- Conducted functional behavior assessments (FBA), developed 

treatment plans, and provided individual and group therapy for 

adolescents and adults with IDD and developmental disorders 

(e.g. Prader Willi Syndrome). 

    Supervisors: Melinda Redding, Ph.D.; Stefan Schulenburg, 

Ph.D. 

 

June 2019 – Present Psychological Services Center, University of Mississippi, 

University, MS 

 Graduate Therapist 

- Conduct intake assessments, develop treatment plans, monitor 

treatment progress, and complete patient progress notes and 

reports. 

- Provide evidence-based treatments (e.g. TF-CBT, MATCH 

protocol) to children, adolescents, college students, and 

members of the community. 

Supervisors: Danielle Maack, Ph.D.; Scott Gustafson, Ph.D., 

ABPP; Sarah A. Bilsky, Ph.D.; Alan Gross, Ph.D.; John Young, 

Ph.D.; Kristin Austin, Ph.D. 

 

 

SUPERVISORY EXPERIENCE 

June 2022 – August 2022 Psychological Service Center, University of Mississippi 

    Peer Supervisor 

- Engaged in tiered supervision of first-year therapists under the 

guidance of a licensed clinical psychologist who provided 

feedback and instruction to improve supervision competence. 

- Provided weekly individual clinical supervision focused on 

improving clinical and conceptualization skills through 

discussion, observation, and role-plays.  

Supervisor: Kristin Austin, Ph.D.     

 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

Manuscripts in Progress 

Berkout, O. V., Murtagh, J. P., & Maack., D. J., (in progress). Psychopathy from the Revised 

 Reinforcement Sensitivity Theory perspective: The relation of temperamental variables 

 and social deviance. 

 

Murtagh, J. P. & Maack, D. J., (in progress). Fight, flight, or freeze: The association between 

 temperamental fear and trauma symptom severity.  
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Professional Research Presentations 

Murtagh, J. P. & Maack, D. J. (2021, November). Posttraumatic cognitions in psychopathy: An 

 examination of the role of disgust sensitivity. Presented at the 55th annual convention of 

 the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, Virtual. 

 

Murtagh, J. P. & Maack, D. J. (2021, September). Psychopathy from the Revised 

 Reinforcement Sensitivity Theory perspective: The relation of temperamental variables 

 and social deviance. Presented at the 72nd annual convention of the Mississippi 

 Psychological Association, Virtual. 

 

Murtagh, J. P. (2019, November). Making science matter: Climbing down from our Ivory 

 Towers. Presented at the annual Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition, University, 

 MS. 

 

Murtagh, J. P. & Maack, D. J. (2019, September). Post-traumatic stress symptoms in sexual 

 and non-sexual trauma: Comparisons on trauma severity and disgust sensitivity. 

 Presented at the 70th annual convention of the Mississippi Psychological Association, 

 Biloxi, MS. 

 

Carter, C. B., Murtagh, J. P., & Maack, D. J. (2019, April). Socioeconomic factors associated 

 with depressive and anxiety symptoms during pregnancy. Presented at the 6th annual 

 University of Mississippi Conference on Psychological Science, University, MS. 

 

Murtagh, J. P. (2018, November). The role of disgust and contamination fear in sexual trauma. 

 Presented at the annual Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition, University, MS.  

 

Research Positions 

June 2022 – Present Parent and Adolescent Anxiety (PANDAA) Lab, University of 

Mississippi, University, MS 

Graduate Research Assistant 

- Assisting in the development of grant-funded research project 

investigating mental health concerns associated with adolescent 

and parent conflict. 

    Supervisor: Sarah Bilsky, Ph.D. 

 

August 2018 – May 2022 Anxiety, Depression, Emotion, Personality, and Temperament 

(ADEPT) Lab, University of Mississippi, University, MS 

Graduate Research Assistant 

- Lead investigator and collaborator on multiple research 

projects examining the following topics: screening and 

longitudinal outcomes in pregnancy and post-partum, 

understanding the role of disgust in trauma and OCD, 

operationalizing emetophobia. 

- Collected data (e.g., behavioral, physiological, self-report), 

trained and supervised undergraduate research assistants, 
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contributed to posters and presentations at research 

conferences. 

Supervisor: Danielle Maack, Ph.D.  

 

Jan 2017- May 2018 Social/Environmental Psychology Lab, Indiana State University, 

Terre Haute, IN 

    Undergraduate Research Assistant 

- Lead investigator of a research project investigating physical 

and trait patterns in previous romantic partners. 

- Assisted in the development and implementation of a research 

project investigating environmental factors in therapy settings.  

- Supervisor: Virgil Sheets, Ph.D 

 

Aug 2015- May 2016 Cognitive Developmental Lab, Indiana State University, Terre 

Haute, IN 

 Undergraduate Research Assistant 

- Assisted in the development and coding of research projects 

investigating cognitive skills in toddlers. 

    Supervisor: Caitlin Brez, Ph.D.  

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

2019  Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Finalist 

  University of Mississippi 

 

2019  Student Travel Scholarship 

  Mississippi Psychological Association  

 

2018  Graduate Research Assistantship 

  Department of Psychology, University of Mississippi 

 

2018  Outstanding Senior in Psychology Award 

  Department of Psychology, Indiana State University  

 

2018  Presidential Scholar Athlete Award 

  Indiana State University  

 

2018  NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship  

  National Collegiate Athletic Association 

 

2018  MVC Postgraduate Scholarship  

  Missouri Valley Conference  

 

2016-2018 NCAA All-Academic Athlete 

  National Collegiate Athletic Association 
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2016-2018 Dean’s List 

  Indiana State University 

 

 

RELEVANT TRAININGS AND WORKSHOPS ATTENDED 

Austin, K. & McCracken, H. (2022). Administration and Scoring of the Delis-Kaplan Executive 

 Function System. Workshop presented at the University of Mississippi.  

 

McKnatt, K. (2021, August). Assessment and Management of Suicide Risk (AMSR). Training 

 presented by Communicare (Northern Central Mississippi’s Community Mental Health 

 Center).  

 

Bilsky, S. (2021, August - December). Anxiety, Trauma, and Stress. Seminar conducted at the 

 University of Mississippi.  

 

Dixon, L. (2020, August – December). Dialectical Behavior Therapy. Seminar conducted at the 

 University of Mississippi.   

 

Pentheny, C (2020, October). ALLIES (LGBTQ+). Training presented by the Center for 

 Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement at the University of Mississippi. 

 

Maheu, M. (2020, March). Telepsychology Best Practice 101 Series. Webinar presented by the 

 American Psychological Association. 

 

Johnson, L. (2020, January – May). Advanced Multicultural Psychology. Seminar  conducted at 

 the University of Mississippi.  

 

Fulwiler, J. & Courson, C. (2019, November). Dimensions and Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum 

 Disorder (and the case of “Angela”). Workshop presented at the University of 

 Mississippi.  

 

Weber, M. C., Liberto, A. K., Polk. A. N., Boullion, G. Q., & Pineau, D. J. (2019, September). 

 Administration and Scoring of the Woodcock Johnson – Fourth Edition (WJIV) Tests of 

 Achievement, Cognitive Abilities, and Oral Language. Workshop presented at the 

 University of Mississippi. 

 

Young, J. (2019, August – December). Evidence-Based Services. Seminar conducted at the 

 University of Mississippi, University, MS.  

 

 

TEACHING AND MENTORING 

2022 –  Research Assistant Training Supervisor 

Present PANDAA Lab, University of Mississippi 

 

2018 –  Research Assistant Training Supervisor 

2022  ADEPT Lab, University of Mississippi 
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Fall 2018 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Abnormal Psychology  

  University of Mississippi 

  Instructor: Danielle J. Maack, Ph.D. 

 

Fall 2018 Guest Lecturer, Abnormal Psychology  

  “Depression and Anti-depressants” 

  Instructor: Danielle J. Maack, Ph.D. 

 

Fall 2018 Guest Lecturer, Abnormal Psychology  

  “Science and Pseudoscience in Abnormal Psychology”  

  Instructor: Danielle J. Maack, Ph.D. 

 

Fall 2018 Guest Lecture, Abnormal Psychology  

  “Posttraumatic Stress Disorder” 

  Instructor: Danielle J. Maack, Ph.D. 

 

 

AFFILIATIONS  

Mississippi Psychological Association 

Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies 

 

 

REFERENCES 

Available upon request. 

 


